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us for. Sadly, many Christians stand on the

sidelines waiting for God to change their

Ci cunmsetances or change their neighborhood

or changent]heir spouse or change their own

lives. But | think HedGigiweaiti
t hem s omet h-ito)ig faithoffeeHinh 0
what we have.

5,000 TOUCHES

AYou gi ve
something to
e a {ma. 14:16b).

For the past month | havendédt been able to
shake Jesusd wor dibe out Thdre amyourtlesareds and many hungry
command to His twelve closest followers people among us -- at our places of

stands in stark contrast to their suggestion. As  employment, in our neighborhoods, and in our
hunger began setting in with the massive cities -- and God is calling us to feed them. |
crowd (5,000 men, not including women and believe that this year, we can touch the lives of

children) the discipl e s5000peoplaweo dowa yet kpow desusinc a |l ,
obvious,andeasy. iSend t he cr o wangibleameanyngful ways. However, it

so they canébuy t he ms e lnaerdatesAlomfeus being willing to offer God

f o o(Mlait. 14:15b). In other words, fi L e t t Wwhetmve have -- our friendships, our clothes,

fend for themselves. Let them figure it our food, our money, our time, our talents --

out. Let them meet thei 6s olwey amraedd s.so of whet her or
clear about something: we need to understand practical, obvious, or easy. It requires us

that while their solution may have been responding with compassion, generosity, and
practical, obvious, a n dlove #swe are setflessweadsfaitifud, Godvid s u s 6
solution. Sometimes the right answer is do something extraordinary through us and we
uncomfortabl e, obscur e,wialnld paarrdtuiocuispéabtuet i n s omet
that is how faith and trust and love and miraculous -- not salmon from heaven, but
dependence are fashioned. people who find their only hope in Jesus

Christ.
Jesus calmed storms, made the blind see, and
turned water into wine; He could have rained AYou give them somet
down bread and fish from heaven without That's Jesus' command to us as well.

much trouble. (By the way, knowing the kind So, what do you have?

of wine He makes, had He rained down bread How are vou aoina to do it?
and fish from heaven | 6m pretatys%rg i?'
5,000 TOUCHES!

have been smoked salmon and chocolate
eclairs.) Instead, Jesus wanted His disciples
to experience the difference between
witnessing Godbdébs work and partne‘f[/i,,‘ﬁ wi th Him
in His work. There is a big difference. The A%X

former shocks, mystifies, and can even

confuse. The latter fuels a personal and

impassioned life of clear purpose and

mission. This is the life that God has saved

woul d

See you this weekend,
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Maost of us would agree that being a Christ-follower
is about more than securing our place in heaven
when we die. We have been charged to live out the
values of Christ i to reflect His heart, to engage with our
neighbors and our community in such a way that they
can be transformed by the love and the power of God.

All too often in our churches, the job of pastoral care is
passed off to the Lead Pastor or to a select few who
have the gift of mercy.
Jesus laid out for us. Care and compassion is what it
means to be a Christ-follower. At Willamette Christian
Church, we believe that Community Groups (formerly
known as Small Groups) are the primary place where
relationships are fostered, and care and compassion
can be displayed i both to the internal members of the
group and to the communities in which members reside.

Our WCC mission is to be a caring community that
loves God , loves people and serves the world . We
believe that we are called to serve each other and our
communities by growing in relationship and service
together in Community Groups. We have over 600
people in Community Groups today and these groups
do life together!

e Pray for each other

Provide meals at the birth of babies

Grieve together over the loss of a loved one
Make hospital visits

Extend hope when members are hurting

Minister to struggling marriages.

stories of

at WCC¢é

Check out a few
Community Groups

iQur grounp
vibrant
because it is
not just
internally
focused on the
needs of our
members. We
pray for others,
we serve
others with
food, we offer
personal
resources and
practical assistance. Sometimes the others are people
in the church, but it is just as common for us to reach
out to someone we have heard of in the community
who is facing a difficult diagnosis, or has run into a
family crisis. Recently we took a look back at the
prayer requests that have been shared since the fall
and we were struck with the many ways that God has
answered and lifted our burdens. Without the
awareness of this work go
we can get trapped in our own heads and only see
what i snot
-Ryan community group

Presenting small gifts and singing Christmas
carols to residents of Rose Linn Care Facility.

Cl

going wi¢

Join a Community Group
willamettechurch.com/community

GMowY quiBal §gs miokykeRe wapdelbplh
meaningfulness and joys of being a part of a community

group when we first joined one about 8 years ago!

We were also introduced to so much wisdom, support,

care, fellowship and love.

About 2 years ago, we started to see new needs in our
own family. We had some of the youngest children in
the community group, and still needed childcare during
meeting times. The group was large and continuing to
grow (praise God!), and life was changing for many of
us. My husband broached the subject of starting

another group in our own home.
way! Are you crazy? Why would we ever want to leave

this group?o0 Surely some othe
to |l eave and start all over!
community group!

Well, here we are after our first year of meeting as a

new group. The blessings continue to amaze me. God

is so good! We never actually

those are relationships that will last our lifetime. And
now weobve formed incredible bo
| 6ve |l earned so much from our
Weat 69nhappyehi ygawgd and grate
the opportunity to have these
exactly WHY we needed to do the Community Group
thing. Rel ati onshipsé with
-Berggren Community Group

Go

Why are community groups the

life blood of our church?0 | t |
not possible to meet people at a fac
enough pace to feel like you know
your church family in a rapidly
growing church bodyCommunity
groups operate as families where
there is continuity of shared experi-
ence and a sense
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Seasons of Life
&

It has been my
sincere joy to serve
on staff at WCC
through these last
years. ltis a
treasure to serve
this church family, and | speak for all the members
of our staff team when | say that we feel privileged
and blessed to be entrusted with helping lead our
church. As we move into 2010, it is with great
confidence and expectation that | transition off staff
as Director of Operations, and that we re-organize
our staff team to better serve the needs of our
growing church family, our ministries and this
community.

Chris Yarco

As Lead Pastor, Joel Dombrow has overall
leadership of our team, and for the teaching of our
body. Kim Williams will take on the role as
administrative support to Joel and the team,
bringing her wonderful organizational and people
skills to this fun role.

Mexico City Mission Trip

Jeff Patterson, Associate Pastor, provides
leadership in the areas of discipleship and
community, working closely with Robben Lyons,
Childrendés Pastor, and
high school to help inspire and foster a life long
relationship with Jesus. Destiny Scholz provides
administrative and purchasing support to

these areas specifically, and to our church
family overall.

As Business Pastor, Dale Gibson provides
oversight to our church operations, financial and
recordkeeping areas, and to human resources and
administration. Lorraine Briggs works with Dale to

our | eaders of

provide strong administrative support in these
areas, and to our womenos

Our Worship and Creative Team of Mike Hohnholz,
Aaron Sternke and Matt Hellems lead over 75
volunteer musicians, singers and technical support
members in providing excellent worship
experiences for our weekend services, special
events and in support of
all our ministries.

As Outreach Director,
Sherri Oswald leads
outreach and community
efforts, including
supporting guest
services and our
facilities coordinator,
John Jahns. Their roles
help ensure that we are
always looking at ways
to use our resources
and assets to reach this
community for Christ,
and to help others
experience a very warm and caring introduction to
WCC.

Chris with David Doel

As | transition off the staff, | do so with complete

trust and confidence in this team and excitement to
see how the Lord will use us to draw others to Him.
WCC is home to my husband Gary and me, and

we will continue to partner with you in ministry, and
grow with you in relationship. With all my heart,
thank you for the support
the team through the years, and thank you in

advance for your love and support of our staff team

in the future. See you at church!
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On Time, On Plan and On Budget

My prayer is that as you are faithful in seeking to meet your
commitment for this next year, the Lord will richly bless your
endeavors.

| want to thank all of you who
turned in commitment cards in
support of our 2010 budget.
These cards were an invaluable
tool in helping to forecast our
anticipated income for the next
year. Itis always a faith exercise Dale
to plan for the
and it was thrilling to see when | crunched the numbers we 3
very close to meeting our goal. We truly are becoming a
generous church. If we factor in anticipatgd gro_wth over t'h your Safeway Club
next year, we 'should be able to meet our fmanmal obligatio Card at escrip.com
and even begin to pay off some of the principal of our loan. Safeway will donate up

to 4% of your purchase to Willamette Christian
Church. 1just registered my card and it was
incredibly easy. While | was at it, | also regis-

Our 2010 budget was overwhelmingly affirmed; in fact, there
was only one no vote from a visitor.

Do you shop at Safe-
way? If you register

The thrill for me in working with the numbers is to realize th
each one of those commitments has a faith story behind it.
!"“mbef of p(_aop_le_ were challe_nged to _stretch themsglves a tered a credit card with escrip which will give the
increase their giving substantially. Being generous is not sq church rebates from my purchases at Market of
much about the size of_the numbers, but abput what is Choice, Macyo6s and other
happening in peopleds heart

2010: Happy New Year!

As we look forward to 2010, | think of an adventure about to begin
& an adventure filled with hope and anticipation.

December 18. 2009 In Children's Ministry, my vision is to enable every child and their
family to understand the unconditional love of Jesus Christ as they
Joel Dombrow experience the interactive Bible teachings and dedicated, loving
3153 S Brandywine Drive teachers each week at Base .
West Linn, OR 97068 Camp Jesus. My prayer is that UPCOMING HAPPENINGS:

e Baby dedication: Each month

with God's help: that has a fifth Sunday

Dear Joel:

Thank you for your kind message. My family and I appreciate e the children will be drawn to

your thoughtful holiday wishes. understand Jesus is their forever friend,

. ° i i !
President Obama and I understand that our country will thr.OUQh weekly Bible lessons they YVOUld begin to hear Jesus
continue to face many challenges this New Year, but we voice above all of the busyness of life,
believe we can overcome lllc:sg chullcpgcs and brlpg new e we can partner with each family in engaging in their child's
opportunities for us all. As Vice President, I consider myself . ) . ,
lucky to receive support from individuals like you. Messages Sp'_”_tual life S(_) they t_)ecgme_ families truly Compe”_ed by_ God's
like yours continually renew my faith about what we can Spiritd choosing to live in His presence and allowing Him to
achieve together as Americans. move their hearts,

Again, thank you for your warm holiday greetings and I wish e each of us will grow in our faith this year.
you all the best in the New Year.

We do not know what the future holds. However, we DO know that
rely, God holds the future, so we look ahead in faith and excitement to
what He has in store for Children's Ministry here at WCC.

Kent Blair faithfully sends out
birthday and Christmas cards to
our local and national elected
leaders on behalf of WCC. Here
is a letter back from Vice Presi-
dent Joseph Biden that we
wanted to share.

Serving Jesus Together, @

oo b

Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
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