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If you're like me, it's been a busy 

summer -- and I'm excited to get into 

our fall series and explore together 

the important truths God has for us. 

One truth is that we all need each 

other.  To shoulder the good times 

and the bad.  To celebrate the wins, 

and help recover from the losses.   

As we start fall, it is a time to celebrate one among us who 

has been a source of strength, comfort and support when 

we have needed him.  

Not Goodbye,                                      

but Thank You!  

I think I can say on behalf of the 

entire WCC family that we have 

been blessed over the last year and a 

half to have the love, dedication, 

and professional skill of Chuck Boman on our staff as our 

interim Pastor of Care and Support.   It is with a truly 

grateful heart that I thank Chuck for his service to the Lord 

and to WCC, as we arrive at the end of this interim period 

at the end of August. 
 

As an experienced Chaplain for Police and Fire Services in 

Lake Oswego and Oregon City, and a retired Pastor, 

Chuck has brought considerable expertise to our church to 

help support those times when members are experiencing 

hardship, crisis or critical situations.  He has been a great 

source of comfort to so many, and his wise, gentle and 

loving demeanor has been counted on time and time again 

to aid those who were hurting. 

 

In early 2007, Chuck accepted the invitation by the elders 

to join the staff on an interim basis, to help bridge the gap 

of needs between Gary Snavelyôs departure and my 

arrival.  He has gone far above and beyond the original 

request, and has supported us for over 18 months, as staff 

has been hired and orientated into the life of the church. 

On a personal note, over the past year as I have partnered 

with Chuck, I have only grown in my admiration, respect 

and love for him as a shepherd, counselor and friend.  
 

It is not part of our plans at this time to add a permanent 

Pastor of Care and Support.  Rather, we seek to have a full 

staff and lay leader team that can provide pastoral care 

when the needs arise.  To help prepare us for that, Chuck, 

and his beautiful wife, Gail, have been training staff, 

ministry leaders, and small group leaders on the 

techniques of Pastoral Care.  While nothing quite takes the 

place of Chuckôs very special way of ministering to others, 

we have a myriad of people who stand ready and able to 

step into and support difficult life situations. 
 

It is truly not goodbye, as Gail and Chuck will continue to 

worship and serve in ministry here within our church 

family.  Please join me, and take a moment to express your 

gratitude and love to Chuck for his exceptional service to 

our church family. 

 

 

Letôs Take a Moment... 

Joel Dombrow 

Lead Pastor 
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ò...get up, be baptized 
and wash your sins 
away, calling on His 
name.ó  -- Acts 22:16b 

Pastor Joel with                      

Kelsie Domann,   

Mackenzie Domann,             

Julie Olson,                              

Samantha Roberts,                

and (lower picture)                

Tamara Schelot and                    

Alex Riggen. These students 

were baptized August 6th, 

in Ensenada, Mexico while 
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 Join a Small Group  

Certain months play a role 

in ñmarking timeò and 

September is definitely 

one of them.  It marks 

the start of fall, the 

start of back to school, 

and here at WCC, the 

ñre-startò  of small groups.  If you have 

not already done so, we invite you to take 

a step this fall and join a small group.   
 

What are small groups?  They are groups 

of individuals who meet together, 

generally on a weekly basis, for 

socializing, study, and support.  We have 

long term and brand new groups 

throughout many communities, serving 

many different types of interests and 

needs.  The types of group vary based on 

who is in them and who leads them.  We 

have groups meeting every night of the 

week, and on many early mornings, 

throughout the southwest metro area.  

Groups are often a broad mix of ages and 

interests, and in many cases, may capture 

a specific interest group - like all high 

schoolers, all singles, all young marrieds.  

Regardless of who you are, where you 

live, or what your schedule permits, there 

is a small group ready to include you. 
 

If you are interested in joining or starting 

a WCC small group, please visit the 

Welcome Center at your service, or give 

Lorraine Briggs a call at the church 

office.  Weôll get you connected and 

plugged in. 
 

In addition to small groups, MAGMA 

(our menôs group) meets from 8:00 ï 9:30 

every  Saturday morning at 

tenthstreetchurch.   They spend time in 

socializing, study, and support for each 

other, and it is a great way to be with 

other men who call WCC home.  WOW 

(our womenôs group) hosts regular social 

events where women can be with other 

women, learn about each other and the 

Lord, and grow together (check the 

calendar for the next event).  And, 

starting September 15/16, the next WOW 

Bible Study, A Womanôs Heart, Godôs 

Dwelling Place, kicks off ï register today 

on-line or at the Welcome Center. 
 

Fall 2008 Adult 

Study  

Consider how your 

perspective would 

change if you found 

out you had just 

thirty days to live.  

After the initial shock, youôd probably 

resolve to squeeze all you could from the 

days that remain.  Youôd say what you 

really think.  Youôd love with abandon.  

Youôd focus on whatever you care about 

most.  In short, youôd stop wasting 

precious time, and in whatever time you 

had left, youôd throw yourself into 

becoming the person God intended you to 

be. 
 

This fall, we will explore One Month to 

Live, by Kerry and Chris Shooké an 

engaging and challenging message series 

and small group study that will help us 

learn four principals for living a no-

regrets life.    It will start the weekend of 

September 13/14 with Living the Dash, 

journey through Live Passionately, Love 

Completely, Learn Humbly, and conclude 

with Leave Boldly on the weekend of 

October 11/12.  Small group leaders will 

be trained on Monday, September 8, and 

will have your materials for you at the 

first session of OMTL. 

 

A Roof over our heads ï                     

Donôt miss out! 

If youôre like me, every time you pass by 

our future church home, you marvel at 

how fast they are working, and 

experience a tingle of excitement thinking 

about that date not so far off when we 

will worship under our new roof!     
 

Things are really moving fast, and with 

amazing quality and safety.  Make sure 

you visit the ñBuilding Progressò pages 

on our websitesé.and follow the 

progress ï in pictures and in words ï of 

the construction project.  On September 

7, we will have a parade and prayer time 

on the property ï a chance to ñWrite our 

Prayers on the foundation of the churchò.   

Directly following second service, weôll 

parade to the site (and if you attend 

Saturday night or the 9:00 a.m. service ï 

you can drive and meet us there), and 

there we will have sharpies for you to 

write verses and prayers over which weôll 

build our church home.  Weôll have a 

time of prayer and celebration together as 

we make steps closer to that date next 

spring when we will host services on site. 
 

...On behalf of our WCC staff, thank you 

for being a part of the family at 

Willamette Christian Church. 

Chris Yarco 
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what will               do?  
The Walk  
This fall, weôve 

launched a series of 

new education and 

membership 

sessions, called 

The Walk, designed to support you in 

your spiritual growth, and to help you 

explore opportunities to serve and plug 

in at WCC.  The sessions will be held at 

tenthstreetchurch on Sundays, from 6:30 

ï 8:30 p.m.  Refreshments, light 

socializing and childcare will be 

provided.  Please email me at 

sherri.oswald@comcast.net, call me at 

503.522.1162, or sign up in the 

Welcome Center between services to 

register for the upcoming sessions. 
 

The dates of the next sessions are:   

-Sunday, September 21st 

-Sunday, October 19th  

-Sunday, November 9th  
 

On each of these Sundays, all three of 

the sessions described below will be 

held.  Start with the one that calls to you 

most strongly, then try out a different 

one the next month.  Youôll be glad you 

came!  Hereôs a brief description of each 

class: 
 

Walking in Truth  ï This session 

explores the authenticity of the bible and 

how we can trust it to be true.  It 

explores the identity of God, Jesus 

Christ and the Holy Spirit, and what God 

wants from each of us.   
 

Walking with the Church ï This 

session is a fun, interactive look at the 

history of the church throughout the 

ages, the specific history of the 

Restoration Christian Church from 

which Willamette is an offspring, and 

what our purpose, mission and 

membership process is.   
 

Walking in Faith ï This session is an 

interactive time of hearing from 

individuals on how they deepen their 

spiritual walk through self study, small 

groups, ministry and missions, and will 

provide you with many resources and 

ideas to deepen your relationship with 

Christ. It is a great opportunity to meet 

other family members of Willamette and 

hear how we can support our own and 

each otherôs walks. 
 

Financial Peace University  
On September 22 and 23, weôll also 

begin fall sessions for Financial Peace 

University.  Even if youôve never heard 

of Financial Peace University, youôre 

most likely familiar with its founder, 

Dave Ramsey.  As host of the nationally 

syndicated radio program, "The Dave 

Ramsey Show," he is heard by nearly 3 

million listeners each week on more than 

350 radio stations throughout the United 

States.  His Financial Peace University is 

a life-changing program that teaches you 

how to make the right decisions with 

your money.  You'll be empowered with 

the practical skills and confidence 

needed to achieve your financial goals 

and experience true financial peace!  

Each of the 13 lessons deals with a 

different topic that will change the way 

you think about personal finance.  Dave 

teaches about how to save money, live 

on a budget, communicate about money, 

eliminate debt, find bargains, and 

experience the joy of giving. 
 

The Financial Peace University website 

shows that over 500,000 families have  

completed FPU with amazing success. 

On average, they pay off $5,300 in debt 

and save $2,700 in just 13 weeks. That's 

an $8,000 change in position in just 91 

days!   
 

FPU has something to offer everyone, 

whether youôre a young adult just out of 

college with a new job and student loans, 

parents saving for your childrenôs 

college education, baby boomers trying 

to figure out how to retire comfortably in 

this sluggish economy, or just someone 

struggling to get by when thereôs still too 

much month left at the end of the 

money.    
 

Classes will be held on Monday and 

Tuesday evenings from 7-9pm beginning 

September 22/23, and childcare will be 

available for a nominal fee.  To learn 

more or to register, go to 

www.daveramsey.com/fpu, or                      

contact our coordinators, Doug and Staci 

Anderson.  They can be reached at 

dougandstaci@comcast.net or                         

(503)631-4771. 

 

YOU 

Sherri Oswald 

mailto:sherri.oswald@comcast.net
mailto:dougandstaci@comcast.net
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The Missions Committee takes its instruction from Matthew 28:  

Therefore, go and make disciplesé 
 

The committeeôs job is to facilitate ñThe Great Commission,ò 

and we do our part by being the stewards of the churchôs 

missionary funding and communicating with our missionaries 

in the field.  It is also our job to inform the WCC body as the 

missionaries have needs and prayer requests for the people they 

reach.  They are Godôs Hands at their station in the world. 
 

The outreach of the missions touched by Willamette has grown 

in the past few years as our church has grown.  10% of the 

giving to Willamette goes to missionaries to spread the Good 

News, often to people who do not speak English.   
 

We have just sent the Morleys to their 

new mission post in Athens, Greece.  

You may think that we have been 

talking about Athens for quite a while, 

and we have. We included them in our 

budget about a year ago, approving 

funding to help them transfer their lives to Athens.  For Kent 

and Myrna, this meant selling their home and their business, as 

they are full time missionaries now, and shutting down a 

lifetime. 
 

Not all missions are full time.  WCC recently sent 29 youth 

with WCC sponsors to Mexico and back.  We have been to 

Kenya with Open Arms International.  We have 5 people on the 

ground in Rwanda with Africa New Life.  We have had 

numerous kids and staff at YoungLife and Wildlife camps.  

And we have our long-term missionaries on the ground in Japan 

and Mexico.  The Mission is the same in each: The Good News 

of Jesus Christ. 
 

View the WCC Website Missions page where you can find 

more information about each of our Missionaries.  Please keep 

them in your prayers. 

 

Willamette's Got Talent  

A September Social 

September 14th, 1 -3 PM   

@ tenthstreetchurch  

We are looking for all womenð younger, middle-age and 

matureð to come and have fun!  This is a chance to get to 

know your Willamette sisters-in-Christ up close and 

personal!  Perhaps it will also be the opportunity to highlight an 

unusual, uncommon, unrecognized or unbeatable talent that 

someone has been waiting for.  For everyone else, it will be the 

chance to watch the amazing talent of WOW in a never-before-

seen presentation of wonderment! (America's Got Talent will 

only wish it had been taped for them!)  Come one, come 

all...back in the day (Solomon's day), the people ate and drank 

with great joy in the presence of the LORD, not a bad example 

to follow!  

Womenôs Bible Study Begins 9/15 & 9/16 

òA Womanõs Heart, Godõs Dwelling Placeó 
 

Join an in-depth study of the Old Testament tabernacle 

with two themes - A holy God's persistent desire to 

dwell among His people, and God's invitation for us to 

pass through the distant courts of our relationships with 

Him and to enter the intimacy of the holy of holies. 

Registration begins 8/23 online  
or at the WOW table at Sunday services.   

Register early so materials can be ordered. 
 

Classes:  Mondays 7 -9 pm  or  
       Tuesdays 9 -11:15 am 

Childcare is provided for both classes. 

missions  

WOW prays over the church property. 
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Junior High  

Another school year begins and the leaders for Junior High are 

getting ready to welcome back the 8th graders and meet the 

incoming 7th graders.  If you have a child entering the 7th or 8th 

grade, encourage them to come on Sundays. We make it fun!  

 

Since Sonny is no longer here faithful leaders are stepping up to 

fill in the teaching position on Sundays.  We are continuing 

lessons through the Bible, reading all about God's provision for 

the Jews and how God continues to reach out and make himself 

known to us.  Recently we formed a worship team made up of 

our own junior high students who are responsible for leading us 

in worship, and they are very good!  

 

John Sramek, Gary Parkin and Jarred Hanley are the leaders for 

the guys and Therese Wunderlich, Julie Parkin and Teri Sramek 

are responsible for planning events and serving as leaders for the 

girls. We have planned some events throughout the year and 

continue to encourage all the youth to get plugged into their      

bi-monthly bible study (starting soon) and fellowship led by an 

adult leader. 

 

We recently added an event that we are calling BROWN BAG 

SUNDAY.  This will take place the first Sunday of each month, 

immediately following the 2nd service and going through the 

afternoon.  Each activity will vary but the main emphasis will be 

to make new friends and invite their friends to a casual function.  

You should receive a postcard each month to inform you of all 

upcoming events. If you arenôt receiving any e-mails or 

postcards please contact the church. 

 

We would love to meet you and assist you in teaching Godôs 

truths and giving each student a place to feel accepted and 

valued. 

 

We meet at 10:45 am, in the choir room, located next to the 

gym. Hope to see you soon!!! 

 

Thanks for your prayers,  

 

ministry Youth 

High School Group Wednesday Night Fans  

We seek to create "fans of Jesus Christ" within our high school group.  Who is a fan?  It's someone who desires to know everything they 

possibly can about the thing or the person they worship.  They want to be where they are.  They want to tell you about the one they think 

is so awesome.  And they want to tell you why.  Because it's really important to them.  Because it really matters to them.  Because they 

really love who they're telling you about.   
 

So, if you're a high schooler, you'll want to be here, every Wednesday night at 7:00 p.m., where we'll learn more about Jesus, and why He's so worthy of our 

worship.  Why being a fan of Him makes all the difference in our lives. Starting  September 10 at 7:00 p.m. at tenthstreetchurch.  See you there!      

Aaron  

Aaron Sternke 
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 ministry 

Looking 

BackéAnd 

Ahead to 

New 

Adventures! 
 

It is such fun to 

remember the great summer we have had 

in Childrenôs ministry here at Willamette:  

the trip to Enchanted forest, summer Bible 

camps, pool parties, soccer camp, and of 

course, Power Labôs mad scientist, Chuck 

Gault, who helped make Vacation Bible 

School a memory that will be at the top of 

everyoneôs list. 

As we look forward to the fall there are 

new adventures and memories to be made, 

each filled with times of fun and 

fellowship.  Everyone is invited to join in 

the activitiesé  for that matter, invite a 

few friends to join in the excitement too!   

 

 

 

September 7  

-Ice Cream on Sunday  

-Promotion and Parade Sunday  

Children will receive recognition 

and ñmoveò to the grade they will 

participate in for the school year. 

Our church family will enjoy an 

ice cream sundae and join in the 

parade to the building site 

following the 10:45 a.m. worship 

service. Weôll write our verses 

and prayers on the foundation of 

the new church building. 
 

Sept 21, Sun, 1:30 - 3 PM  

P. B. and J.A.M. 

Childrenôs Choir 

begins rehearsals for 

the Christmas Musical . 

This is open to all children 

first grade through high 

school. This group will 

meet weekly at the same 

time until their 

performances on December 

13 and 14th.    
 

Sept 24, Wed, 7 - 9 PM & 

Sept 28, Sun, 2ï 4 PM  

ñPrepare for Greatnessò ï an                  

interactive time of teacher 

training for childrenôs ministry 

volunteers. 
 

Oct 25, Sat, 1 - 2:30 PM 

Mommy and Me Harvest 

Party Mommies and their 

preschool through second grade 

children are invited to attend a 

harvest party where the book, 

STONE SOUP, will be read, and 

Stone Soup will be served.   

 

Dec 6, Sat, 10 AM - 1:30 PM  

Birthday Party for Jesus  

Families are invited to this event 

which will include a hot dog 

lunch, birthday cake and an  

opportunity for the children to go 

shopping in the ñsecond-time-

around storeò of donated new or 

gently used items for $.25 each. 

While the children are shopping, 

the adults will enjoy a time of 

fellowship.   

Sept, date and time TBA 

Adventurerôs Club for third 

and fourth grade kids will begin 

their monthly meetings beginning 

in September. 

Contact me if youôre interested in helping 

out with any of these great adventures, and 

of course, I will see you on Saturdays 

(6pm) for Celebration Kids or                                                

Sunday mornings (9 & 10:45 am)           

for Sunday 

school! 

  Pastor Robben Lyons 

Children¦s 
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Attendance  
                                            May       June      July  
 
Total Attendance 2008  691 679 626 

 
Adult Attendance 2007  438 462 336 
Adult Attendance 2008  555 559 527 
% of Growth   27% 21% 57%  

 

General Fund  

As of the end of July we are about 

where we expected to be in our general 

fund giving and expenses.   Year to date 

we have received $443,376 with 

expenses of $488,603.   We have 

drawn $45,227 from our general fund reserve leaving a 

balance of $81,657 in that fund. 
 

When we planned this yearôs budget we anticipated that the 

expenses would exceed contributions for the first half of the 

year.  Generally, increased giving lags increased attendance 

by six months or more and we typically have some large 

year end gifts.  The deficit is actually slightly less than we 

thought it might be.  We are counting on increased giving the 

second half of the year. 
 

Over all giving is up 15% over last year.  For the first 7 

months of 2007 giving was $385,602 verses $443,376 giving 

in 2008.  Expenses have increased by 13% over the same 

period last year and again we are doing a bit better than last 

year. 

 

Capital Campaign  

At the mid point of our campaign we have received 1.45 M 

dollars of our original pledges of 2.54 M dollars.  Our 

projected receipts for this time period were 1.43 M so our 

giving is a little ahead of what was expected.  There are 224 

people who are current or ahead with their pledges and 112 

people who are behind in their pledges.  Collecting this last 

million dollars in pledges is an important part of financing 

our new building. 

  Pastor Dale Gibson 

growth & grateful hearts WCC 

D
ale
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Women of Willamette Prayer Walk in New Building  

Short Term Mission Team to Rwanda: Suzy &  

Sam Anderson, Pam Knox, Karen & John Woolley 

Snapshots  

From the  

Family  

Album...  




